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Gazette cartoonist Terry Mosher, a.k.a. Aislin, had plenty
 of fodder for political lampooning in the leadup to the
 1995 Quebec referendum. Here is a compilation of
 his referendum sketches.

 


“There was a naivete about the 1980 referendum, an enthusiasm if you will. But nobody
 had ever done this before; it was a great experiment. Also, the opposition forces were
 very strong – the ‘No’ forces. In 1995, the PQ were seasoned, they were craftier,
 Jacques Parizeau was a very calculating person. The opposition wasn’t that strong. So
 I think that there was more of a fear element that this might actually happen.”
 A I S L I N  /  M O N T R E A L  G A Z E T T E
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“I don’t know if the 1995 referendum would have happened if Robert Bourassa had not
 retired — and eventually died within a couple of years. He was a very strong
 personality; he would have been a good match for Jacques Parizeau.” 
A I S L I N  /
 M O N T R E A L  G A Z E T T E
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“I suppose the person who replaced him was Daniel Johnson… a very nice fellow, but
 very ineffective, and didn’t capture people’s imagination.” 
A I S L I N  /  M O N T R E A L
 G A Z E T T E
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“In 1994 Jacques Parizeau was elected, handily, as the premier of Quebec. Within a
 year there would be a referendum. He knew he had to strike right away. Otherwise once
 he got involved with government affairs, it would fade away, and cynicism would begin
 to set in.” 
A I S L I N  /  M O N T R E A L  G A Z E T T E
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“Making some of us very queasy… the referendum was called.” 
A I S L I N  /
 M O N T R E A L  G A Z E T T E
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“The referendum in 1995 was scheduled for October 30th. Over the summer, people
 didn’t want to know about this, and there was sort of a tedium about it. People weren’t
 all that interested. “ 
A I S L I N  /  M O N T R E A L  G A Z E T T E

 



Favourite sketches from the 1995 Quebec referendum by the Montreal Gazette’s Aislin | Montreal Gazette

http://montrealgazette.com/news/local-news/favourite-sketches-from-the-1995-quebec-referendum-by-the-montreal-gazettes-aislin[2015-11-01 9:43:08 AM]


“But then it began to really heat up in September. It’s as if people woke up: the polls
 were showing that there was an extreme possibility. So there was definitely fear in the
 air about this actually happening… about the ‘Oui’ side winning.” 
A I S L I N  /
 M O N T R E A L  G A Z E T T E
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“The stars seemed to be aligned for this referendum, because in Ottawa, Jean Chretien
 had just been elected as prime minister. He was sort of learning the ropes. But his
 leader of the opposition was Lucien Bouchard, who was on his case. So Chretien was a
 little preoccupied in Ottawa. So it all looked very good for the Parti Quebecois, and the
 possibility of a ‘Yes’ vote.” 
A I S L I N  /  M O N T R E A L  G A Z E T T E
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“I began to puzzle about this visually, imagining… Canada without Quebec?”
 A I S L I N  /  M O N T R E A L  G A Z E T T E
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“It’s just hard to imagine, right?” 
A I S L I N  /  M O N T R E A L  G A Z E T T E
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“Mid-summer, before the election, Jacques Parizeau was caught , off the record, saying
 that if Quebecers actually voted ‘Yes,’ they would be cooked like lobsters in a pot. And
 that’s a pretty dramatic image when you think about it.” 
A I S L I N  /  M O N T R E A L
 G A Z E T T E
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“The lobster in the pot cartoon was so popular, and it caught on with the ‘Non’ forces.
 And people began producing buttons and passing them out all over town.” 
A I S L I N
 /  M O N T R E A L  G A Z E T T E
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“Parizeau’s lofty, confident self came out. He immediately announced that an
 independent Quebec would keep free trade with the United States… as if Americans
 had nothing to say about that! 
A I S L I N  /  M O N T R E A L  G A Z E T T E
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“He told Canada, blatantly, ‘Look, just let us go. We shouldn’t have to have a
 referendum. If you don’t let us go, we’re going to have referendum after referendum,
 and it’s going to be like a trip to the dentist.” 
A I S L I N  /  M O N T R E A L  G A Z E T T E
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“There were very clever, imaginative people working on the ‘Oui’ side. They came up
 with a whole series of very, very clever posters. Even showing the Canadian dollar on a
 poster… the idea being that they might even keep the Canadian dollar if they separated.
 They wanted the best of both worlds.” 
A I S L I N  /  M O N T R E A L  G A Z E T T E
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“Jacques Parizeau at one point made reference to the referendum being like a hockey
 game, and them being in the third period. The problem was that he was losing in the
 third period… it wasn’t catching on. It wasn’t working, with the arrogance of Jacques
 Parizeau.” 
A I S L I N  /  M O N T R E A L  G A Z E T T E
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“So, in a panic, Lucien Bouchard was brought in from Ottawa to, in effect, run the
 campaign. And he took over… tripping up Parizeau in the hockey game, even though
 they’re on the same team.” 
A I S L I N  /  M O N T R E A L  G A Z E T T E
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“Lucien Bouchard was brought in from Ottawa to run the campaign.” 
A I S L I N  /
 M O N T R E A L  G A Z E T T E
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“Jacques Parizeau and his wife Lisette were sent to the back of the Parti Québécois
 bus” 
A I S L I N  /  M O N T R E A L  G A Z E T T E
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“Lucien Bouchard also uttered some unfortunate words. At one point he said
 something about the birthrate being too low in Quebec. And he was saying that we
 were the only white society that was not having enough babies. So I did a cartoon of a
 black couple, with a white baby, delighted, saying that all things are possible in a
 separate Quebec.” 
A I S L I N  /  M O N T R E A L  G A Z E T T E
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“The monster rally that was held in Place du Canada… it’s hard to know how effective
 that was. It certainly was a rallying point for the ‘Non’ forces, but many other people
 resented Canada trying to tell us what to do in Quebec. They thought it was their own
 affair.” 
A I S L I N  /  M O N T R E A L  G A Z E T T E
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“Referendum night was really quite something. I had several cartoons prepared just in
 case. Because the polls were telling us that it was very, very close.“ 
A I S L I N  /
 M O N T R E A L  G A Z E T T E
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“The first votes came in from the country, and it looked like the ‘Yes’ vote was at 70%
 or something! And then it began to go down, and down… 68%, 64% and so on. It was
 very tense in the newsroom, and I would imagine all over the city.” 
A I S L I N  /
 M O N T R E A L  G A Z E T T E
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“When it dipped below 50%, a cheer — an actual cheer — went up in the newsroom. I
 had never heard that before. That was really quite something.” 
A I S L I N  /
 M O N T R E A L  G A Z E T T E
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“Eventually of course the ‘Non’ side squeaked through, and my cartoon on the editorial
 page of the Gazette the following day was of a very relieved lobster.” 
A I S L I N  /
 M O N T R E A L  G A Z E T T E
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“The cartoon that would have appeared in the paper if in fact the ‘Yes’ side had won
 would have been of Jacques Parizeau, delighted and consuming a lobster.” 
A I S L I N
 /  M O N T R E A L  G A Z E T T E
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“Another decision was made at the Gazette that if in fact the ‘Yes’ side had won, this
 cartoon would have run on the front page of the Gazette the morning after. Remember,
 it was Halloween.” 
A I S L I N  /  M O N T R E A L  G A Z E T T E
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“The referendum was over. There was a great deal of relief on both sides. And I tried to
 sum that up, that relief; ‘Finally, we can go back to being friends.’” 
A I S L I N  /
 M O N T R E A L  G A Z E T T E
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