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Supporters in favour of Quebec's proposed charter of values take part in a march in Montreal, Saturday,
October 26, 2013. Bill 101 arguably made possible the ill-fated, anti-hijab “charter of values” of the former PQ
government, and the anti-nigab bill of the present Liberal one, Don Macpherson writes.

“The children of Bill 101” have got the message.

Those are the first- and second-generation immigrants required to attend
French school by Bill 101, the Quebec language law adopted 40 years ago
Saturday.

In a documentary shown Thursday on Radio-Canada’s news channel, ICI RDI,
some of them said that, even though they speak French fluently, and even if
- they have lived in this province all their lives, they don’t feel Québécois.
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That's because they’re often reminded that they aren't.

Cathy Wong, who is of Chinese-Vietnamese descent, said that although she
speaks French (and writes it well enough to have a column in Le Devoir),
knows Quebec’s history and has Québécois friends, people still speak to her
“as if | were a foreigner and still personify a form of threat.”

Bill 101 has probably gone as far as practically possible toward making French
the “common language” of Quebec; the corrected 2016 census data recently
released by Statistics Canada indicate that the proportion of Quebecers who
report that they can speak French has stabilized at more than 94 per cent.

It has reduced the English-speaking community, by diverting immigrants away
from it and helping to create a climate inhospitable to anglophones.

Yet, even while it discouraged some English-speaking federalists from moving
here, and encouraged others to move away, Bill 101, passed by a Parti
Québécois government, actually weakened the Quebec independence
movement.

It eliminated the linguistic grievances that had driven the movement, and it did
so without Quebec’s having to leave Canada.

And Bill 101 has had another lasting effect on the province’s politics, a
pernicious one that is seldom recognized.

Over the 40 years of its existence, Bill 101 has come to be generally accepted,
if only grudgingly by some as a necessary evil, to keep Quebec within Canada.
And with that has come a gradual acceptance of a divisiveness that poisons
the province’s politics.

Bill 101 has alienated many in Quebec’s largest cultural minority, the English-
speaking community, from the provincial government that has wielded its
power against it, from engagement in provincial politics, and from identifying
with their province.

The divisive ideas on which Bill 101 is based have become entrenched.

One is simply that Quebec needs protection against some of its own people.
Another is that the majority is justified in using its political power to legislate
whatever protection for itself against the minorities it deems necessary, limited
(for now, at least) only by the Canadian constitutional Charter of Rights and
Freedoms.

Bill 101 was not the first Quebec legislation treating minorities as an internal
threat. But it's Bill 101 that has endured, long enough for Quebec to get used
to it, and the identity politics it represents.

In recent years, successive PQ and Liberal governments alike have casually
proposed amendments to the province’s own legislative Charter of Human
Rights and Freedoms to restrict minority freedoms.

Bill 101 arguably made possible the ill-fated, anti-hijab “charter of values” of
the former PQ government, and the anti-nigab bill of the present Liberal one.
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And it has become normal for a moderate, mainstream newspaper such as La

Presse, in an editorial, to worry that there are too many people in Quebec with Montreal orders hundreds to get
mother tongues other than French. rid of pit bulls within four weeks

This is over a slip of six-tenths of a percentage point, over five years, in the
proportion of Quebecers with French as their mother tongue. That was all that
was left of a supposed “decline” in French in the 2016 census, after StatsCan

in its original data. w Asian food festival makes venue

change
Still, La Presse sees a problem, but it's not people’s behaviour, not even what o
they speak in the privacy of their homes, as what PQ leader Jean-Francois
Lisée calls “the language of breakfast.” It's simply their identity, and their

presence.

CLASSIFIED

Find the job you want in
your city. View and
place job listings, and
more.

Twitter: DM z :
o >

More on Bill 101:

Those children of Bill 101 have got the message. And it's not just that they're
not Québécois. It's that they're the enemy.

WORKING
m z@gmail.com

Editorial: Bill 101 and Quebec anglophones, 40 years later

Opinion: It's high time for common bilingual schools in Quebec

Opinion: Forty years after Bill 101, anglophones are tired, apathetic

Opinion: Addressing the decline in Quebec English public school enrolment

Opinion: Let's stop fighting old Bill 101 battles and focus on present ones

Opinion: Forty years of Bill 101 is nothing for anglos to celebrate

Opinion: Forty years after Bill 101

Up to 4,000 migrants to et Suspended La Meute
receive welfare cheques |

A { Y member spotted at Quebec
= starting Aug. 30 null M A City protest

PREVIOUS

TRENDING STORIES

http://montrealgazette.com/opinion/columnists/don-macpherson-bill-101s-poisonous-effect-on-quebec-politics[2017-08-26 11:10:02 PM]


http://plus.lapresse.ca/screens/f5056e92-79d8-4cc5-88f1-ff3fc6887272%7C_0.html
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/daily-quotidien/170817/dq170817a-eng.htm
http://montrealgazette.com/opinion/columnists/don-macpherson-defending-quebec-against-undesirables
http://beta.radio-canada.ca/nouvelle/1049353/crise-identitaire-enfants-loi-101-francais-quebec
mailto:dmacpgaz@gmail.com
http://www.twitter.com/DMacpGaz
http://montrealgazette.com/opinion/editorials/editorial-bill-101-and-quebec-anglophones-40-years-later
http://montrealgazette.com/opinion/opinion-its-high-time-for-common-bilingual-schools-in-quebec
http://montrealgazette.com/opinion/opinion-forty-years-after-bill-101-anglophones-are-tired-apathetic
http://montrealgazette.com/opinion/opinion-addressing-the-decline-in-quebec-english-public-school-enrolment
http://montrealgazette.com/opinion/columnists/opinion-lets-stop-fighting-old-bill-101-battles-and-focus-on-present-ones
http://montrealgazette.com/opinion/opinion-forty-years-of-bill-101-is-nothing-for-anglos-to-celebrate
http://montrealgazette.com/opinion/opinion-forty-years-after-bill-101
http://montrealgazette.com/news/local-news/city-tells-hundreds-of-pit-bull-owners-to-get-rid-of-their-dogs-report
http://montrealgazette.com/news/local-news/city-tells-hundreds-of-pit-bull-owners-to-get-rid-of-their-dogs-report
http://montrealgazette.com/news/local-news/city-tells-hundreds-of-pit-bull-owners-to-get-rid-of-their-dogs-report
http://montrealgazette.com/life/food/asian-food-festival-makes-venue-change
http://montrealgazette.com/life/food/asian-food-festival-makes-venue-change
http://montrealgazette.com/life/food/asian-food-festival-makes-venue-change
http://montrealgazette.com/news/local-news/migrants-to-receive-welfare-payment-pending-case-review-report
http://montrealgazette.com/news/local-news/migrants-to-receive-welfare-payment-pending-case-review-report
http://montrealgazette.com/news/local-news/migrants-to-receive-welfare-payment-pending-case-review-report
http://montrealgazette.com/news/local-news/migrants-to-receive-welfare-payment-pending-case-review-report
http://montrealgazette.com/news/local-news/migrants-to-receive-welfare-payment-pending-case-review-report
http://montrealgazette.com/news/local-news/migrants-to-receive-welfare-payment-pending-case-review-report
http://montrealgazette.com/news/local-news/migrants-to-receive-welfare-payment-pending-case-review-report
http://montrealgazette.com/news/suspended-la-meute-member-spotted-at-quebec-city-protest
http://montrealgazette.com/news/suspended-la-meute-member-spotted-at-quebec-city-protest
http://montrealgazette.com/news/suspended-la-meute-member-spotted-at-quebec-city-protest
http://montrealgazette.com/news/suspended-la-meute-member-spotted-at-quebec-city-protest
http://montrealgazette.com/news/suspended-la-meute-member-spotted-at-quebec-city-protest
http://www.flyercity.ca/?locale=en&p=fc
http://working.com/montreal

Don Macpherson: Bill 101’s poisonous effect on Quebec politics | Montreal Gazette

Comments

We encourage all readers to share their views on our articles and blog posts. We are committed to

maintaining a lively but civil forum for discussion, so we ask you to avoid personal attacks, and
please keep your comments relevant and respectful. If you encounter a comment that is abusive,
click the "X" in the upper right corner of the comment box to report spam or abuse. We are using
Facebook commenting. Visit our FAQ page for more information.

http://montrealgazette.com/opinion/columnists/don-macpherson-bill-101s-poisonous-effect-on-quebec-politics[2017-08-26 11:10:02 PM]


http://www.montrealgazette.com/news/story.html?id=7195492

Don Macpherson: Bill 101’s poisonous effect on Quebec politics | Montreal Gazette

http://montrealgazette.com/opinion/columnists/don-macpherson-bill-101s-poisonous-effect-on-quebec-politics[2017-08-26 11:10:02 PM]



Don Macpherson: Bill 101’s poisonous effect on Quebec politics | Montreal Gazette

NEWS OPINION SPORTS BUSINESS ARTS LIFE

Local News Columnists Hockey Inside/Out FP Markets All Arts Fashion & Beauty
Quebec Editorials Hockey FP Headlines Showbiz Chez Nous Food
National Letters Football FP Money Montreal movies Health
World Aislin and Pascal Soccer Energy Television Diet & Fitness
editorial cartoons Baseball Local Business Montreal theatre Homes
Basketball Technology Music Parenting
Tennis Books Relationships
Golf Celebrity Travel
Auto Racing Royals

EI POSTMEDIA CLASSIFIEDS LEGAL SERVICES PROPERTIES

http://montrealgazette.com/opinion/columnists/don-macpherson-bill-101s-poisonous-effect-on-quebec-politics[2017-08-26 11:10:02 PM]


http://montrealgazette.com/category/news/local-news
http://montrealgazette.com/category/news/quebec
http://montrealgazette.com/category/news/national
http://montrealgazette.com/category/news/world
http://montrealgazette.com/category/news
http://montrealgazette.com/category/opinion/columnists
http://montrealgazette.com/category/opinion/editorials
http://montrealgazette.com/category/opinion/letters
http://montrealgazette.com/tag/aislin-and-pascal-editorial-cartoons
http://montrealgazette.com/tag/aislin-and-pascal-editorial-cartoons
http://montrealgazette.com/category/opinion
http://hockeyinsideout.com/
http://montrealgazette.com/category/sports/hockey
http://montrealgazette.com/category/sports/football
http://montrealgazette.com/category/sports/soccer
http://montrealgazette.com/category/sports/baseball
http://montrealgazette.com/category/sports/basketball
http://montrealgazette.com/category/sports/tennis
http://montrealgazette.com/category/sports/golf
http://montrealgazette.com/category/sports/auto-racing
http://montrealgazette.com/category/sports
http://www.financialpost.com/markets/index.html
http://business.financialpost.com/category/news/
http://business.financialpost.com/category/personal-finance/
http://montrealgazette.com/category/business/energy
http://montrealgazette.com/category/business/local-business
http://montrealgazette.com/category/technology
http://montrealgazette.com/category/business
http://montrealgazette.com/category/entertainment
http://montrealgazette.com/category/entertainment/showbiz-chez-nous
http://montrealgazette.com/category/entertainment/movies
http://montrealgazette.com/category/entertainment/television
http://montrealgazette.com/category/entertainment/theatre
http://montrealgazette.com/category/entertainment/music
http://montrealgazette.com/category/entertainment/books
http://montrealgazette.com/category/entertainment/celebrity
http://montrealgazette.com/category/entertainment
http://montrealgazette.com/category/life/fashion-beauty
http://montrealgazette.com/category/life/food
http://montrealgazette.com/category/health
http://montrealgazette.com/category/health/diet-fitness
http://montrealgazette.com/category/life/homes
http://montrealgazette.com/category/life/parenting
http://montrealgazette.com/category/life/relationships
http://montrealgazette.com/category/travel
http://montrealgazette.com/royals
http://montrealgazette.com/category/life
http://www.postmedia.com/

Don Macpherson: Bill 101’s poisonous effect on Quebec politics | Montreal Gazette

© 2017 Postmedia Network Inc. All rights reserved.

Unauthorized distribution, transmission or

republication strictly prohibited.

Powered by WordPress.com VIP

Driving

Obits
Announcements
FlyerCity
Shopping
Careers

Browse Listings

Place a Classified Ad

Privacy
Terms

Copyright & Permissions

Advertise With Us
Subscribe

My Subscription
Edit Profile

Contact

ePaper

Digital Access
Manage Newsletters

Contests

http://montrealgazette.com/opinion/columnists/don-macpherson-bill-101s-poisonous-effect-on-quebec-politics[2017-08-26 11:10:02 PM]

Calgary Herald

Canada.com

Edmonton Journal

National Post

Ottawa Citizen

Leader-Post (Regina)

The StarPhoenix (Saskatoon)
The Province (Vancouver)
Vancouver Sun

Windsor Star



https://vip.wordpress.com/?utm_source=vip_powered_wpcom&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=VIP%20Footer%20Credit&utm_term=montrealgazette.com
http://www.driving.ca/
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/montrealgazette/
http://www.legacy.com/celebration/montrealgazette/
http://www.flyercity.ca/?p=montrealgazette&locale=en&utm_campaign=pm_nav-bar&utm_source=nav-bar&utm_medium=nav-bar&utm_term=Montreal%20Gazette
http://shopping.montrealgazette.com/ROP/Categories.aspx
http://working.com/montreal
http://classifieds.montrealgazette.com/
http://montrealgazette.adperfect.com/
http://www.postmedia.com/privacy-statement/
http://www.canada.com/aboutus/termsofservice.html
http://www.canada.com/aboutus/copyright.html
http://www.postmediaadvertising.com/audience/brand/montreal-gazette/
http://montrealgazette.com/subscription
http://montrealgazette.com/subscription/my-subscription
http://montrealgazette.com/edit-profile
http://montrealgazette.com/contact
http://epaper.montrealgazette.com/epaper
http://montrealgazette.com/subscription
http://www.montrealgazette.com/contests/index.html
http://www.calgaryherald.com/
http://www.canada.com/
http://www.edmontonjournal.com/
http://www.nationalpost.com/
http://ottawacitizen.com/
http://www.leaderpost.com/
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/
http://www.theprovince.com/
http://www.vancouversun.com/
http://www.windsorstar.com/

	montrealgazette.com
	Don Macpherson: Bill 101’s poisonous effect on Quebec politics | Montreal Gazette


	N0LW9uLXF1ZWJlYy1wb2xpdGljcwA=: 
	form1: 
	input3: 




